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Tlle hllls of the future

aac Mews

rabla virs

Major eonstruction projects
produce hundreds of tons of
rublile and spoil, but is thera an
environmentally-friandly
alternative to landfill? Four hills
wehich have sprung up on the
outskirts of London provide the
ansveer,

AL any one time there are doz
of large construction proje
a city the size of

Each one genorates vast amounts

*The cost of the projact was £5m
topsoil and rubble which R o

i * Congtraction firrms were charged u
has to be dug out 10 enable the g geg o st
to put in the foundations making the project self-financing

of the naw edifica * Around €0,000 lorrylosds were
dumnped - & tatal of & milion tennes

* The four ells ase part of 45 acrs
{185 hectare) park

So whi

% happens to it ai7

Far years large quantitios of it
ended up simply being CuMEEd in = See what the site laoks like
landfil sites

But now, in a more environmentally-conscious age, imaginative
solutions are being provided and one of the most innavative has
taken shape beskle the A4D, tha main road leading from London out
towards Ouford and Birmingham

Eight years ago Ealing Council wanted to redevelcp & 45 acre

hactare) area of derlict parkland in Northalt, which had becoma an
EYEs0ne,

d a firm of consultants, led b
wha came up with a selution which included
man-made hils on the south side of the carriageway.
become part of 3 park ¢

Mr Finlk realsad that & rus
huge civil engineering projects
were about 1o get under way in
west London, including the
redevelopment of Wembley
stadium and 3 giant shopping
cantro at Whito
the bulders wou
of large amaunts of what is knawn
n the trade as spoil or “muck
away"

@rver Eastar a church group aracted 4
cross on the top of ane of the hills

“We offered to take all this spoil at our site, chargng betwaen £70
and £90 per lomryload, which meant the developers only had to haul it
10 miles rather than 100 mies to a landfill site,” says Mr Fink, This
process reduced the averall “carbon footprnt® of sites such as
wembloy and White City.

Around 60,000 lorryloads of spail and concrete was dumped on the
sito, which generatod o much monoy the council actually made a
prafit out of Northala Fields. The spoill was used to create the fou
hills while the con was crushed and used in gabions - walls
surrounded by steel cages, which provide a spiral path up tha tallest
il

It was nat the first time 3
development had been funded by
taking spail, but the size of the
project was a landmark, *It was the
first time it had been cone on such a
massive scale,” Mr Fink says

“Initially there was 8 lot of mestrust
tacally from residents and local
councilors wha feared the sdea of The Famous tein towers were
o and were worned about tom: demalished in 2003

spoil.*

d the locals that the
w's haalth or affectin

But aventually they persuaded the council ;
project could be done without hammg anyo
hause prces.

Northala Fields, the new park which i
opened to the publc and has been gotting a positive reacticn loca

When it is complately fini
area for waking and several ponds for fishing a
the added benefit of helping to muffle tmfﬁc n

d it wil offar two playgrounds, a large
d the hils alsa have

As for Mr Fink's firm, Form Associates, they are hoping to recreate
the success of Narthala with a huge developmant in Manchestar,
Trwell City Park

Class
what

palitic

wo

Daily

+ Magazing

ATED INTE
+ artzarchitecture

» Ealing Coundl
Tha &

MOST POPULAR ST

ics lessons
can the Spartans

Romans teach Bors sbout

57

v hills.

Sax and the City
Girtfriend watches it but not
you. What IS its appoal?

Living In a van
One woman's answer 1o baing
priced out of the property
mariat

ARS
Mini-Cuiz

a far tha cestant of axtemal

ORIES NOW

EMAILED READ  WATCHED/LISTEMED

Foatballer guity of M-
Aussie straps in beer, not chitd

¥ charge

Pier jumper ‘may nat walk again’

Housa price f

» Mast poaular new,

“are spreading’

i e



