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Northala Fields 18.5 hectares of open space lies
at the heart of the Northolt and Greenford Coun-
tryside Park, a network of open spaces covering
100 hectares in West London UK. The develop-
ment of Northala Fields connects existing facili-
ties and features within the Countryside Park and
provides new facilities and features that are not
currently available to the local community.

The design proposal has been developed over a
number of years through a comprehensive public
consultation process.

Arguably the most significant feature of the North-
ala Fields design is the construction of a new
landform on the site, utilising substantial volumes
of imported construction rubble onto the site from
a pool of London wide development projects
such as Terminal 5 and Wembley stadium. The
deposition has successfully delivered £ 6.2 million
income as the main funding of the park as well as
significantly contributed to shrinking the ecologi-
cal footprint of London by avoiding over 130,000
lorry journeys to outlying tips.

The new landform provides a solution to a
number of site and development issues:
eMitigation of impact from adjoining motorway,
particularly noise, visual and air pollution
eCreation of new recreation opportunities not
currently available elsewhere in the generally flat
Countryside Park

sCreation of new ecological opportunities through
new topography and soils

eCreation of a major piece of ‘land art’ that will
become a landmark gateway for West London

. The dominant feature of the new landform are
four conical mounds located along the northern
edge of the site. The highest point of each of the
four cones is (from west to east) 20m, 25m, 30m,
35m above existing ground level with slope gradi-
ents of 1in 3.

A series of clearly defined key routes support
recreational uses and activities of the new neigh-
bourhood park. A network of primary and second-
ary paths connects with adjacent open spaces
that make up the rest of the Countryside Park.

New playground, meeting the needs of a variety
of ages and users, is set along the central spine
of the park along with a series of open meadows
and semi-formal planting and seating areas for
more contemplative activities. The central network
of lakes is seen as much as an environmental
resource as a recreational one by providing op-
portunities for fishing as the only communal urban
fishery in London and for model boating.
Enhancing the ecological values of the site has
also been a focus of the new design.

A range of new habitats was created:
eWoodland—both around the perimeter and
within the site adds to the diversity of the exist-
ing woodland habitat. Where possible, the exist-
ing ecological resource remnant in the dead elm
hedgerows within the site were salvaged and
integrated into the new woodland areas.
eMeadow and grassland—meadow types are the
dominant vegetation in the development, covering

the proposed new cones and most of the area to
the south. A range of meadow types was estab-
lished through the careful selection and place-
ment of imported material and differing manage-
ment regimes, providing an ecological showcase
for different meadow and grassland flora and
fauna.

e Water and wetland—the new watercourses
provides opportunities for water and wetland flora
and fauna that are not currently present on the
site.

Water is at the heart of the reacreation and eco-
logical gains of the new design. The new water
system captures ground and surface water drain-
age from the new landform and toped up from
a borehole supplying groundwater from a deep
aquifer. The borehole allows a constant water
flow to be maintained through the water system,
particularly during periods of low rainfall to ensure
sufficient water levels in the urban fishery.
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Location: Northolt and Greenford Countryside
Park, London

Site Size: 18.5 hectares

Cost: £ 6.2 million

Landscape Deign: FORM Associates

Completed Year: 2008
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