


Northala Fields, the largest park to be built in
London for a century, is an exemplar of sustainable
construction and design, as Tim Coulthard discovers

of Northala Fields mark a new

gateway to west London, They

arc landmarks for the largest new
park in the city fora century and symbols
of a momentous struggle that taok place
for the scheme ever to become a reality

Aswell as providinga valuable new
amenity for residents in nearby Northolt
and Ealing, Northala Fields represents
proof ofan ecologically sound, financially
robust model for the creation of ¢ major
new green space.

Lead designer FoRM
(formerly Art2Architecture) has seen the
project through an cight-y
workingin a project team that also
included EDAW, ecologist Peter Neal and
design and build support from LDA
Design. During that period, FoRM has
bieen cast variously as designer, mediator,
agitator and saviour, but has emerged
vindicated for its passion and persistence.

Northali Fields lies t the heart of the
Northolt and Greenford Countryside
Pirk, a network of open spaces covering
100ha, from Northolt villge in the riorth
10 Ruislip Road in the south and flanked
by the busy A40. The riew pirk occupies
an 18.5ha plot that was first acquired by
Ealing Borough in 1997 from Kensington
and Chelsea, which had previously used it
for sports pitches for schools. The site lay
dormant until 2000, aling
launched a competition for ideas for uses
for the land, which had started to attract
anti-social behaviour and was prone to

sociates

year journey,

vhe

flooding, a threat to nearby housing
Rob Cairns,who at the time was

Ealings project manager, said the bricf

concentrated on the practi

requirements for incorporating the
necessary earth fil, using water, offering
flood defences and featuring an ecological
focus. There was a general feeling that
there should be an artistic approach to
the carth forming, but the direction was
not specified to competition entrants
Cairns saya that the entry led by FoRM
was the “obvious choice” “They

responded best to the bricf, incarporating
all of the elements in & meaningful way
Black and white photography dating
back to the 1900s provided the spark of
inspitation for FORM partner Peter Fink
One particular shot of a naked woman
had pasticular resonance for Fink, who
was struck by “the emotional connection
between the female form and landscap
FoRM's proposals for Northala Field:
represented 1 dramatic move sway from
the conventional British notion of parks,
bath in design and implementation. The
dominant forms are four conical mounds
of heights of 15m, 20m, 25m and 20m
that screen the border of the site. They are
both playful and functional, acting as an
reen from the

extremely efficient noise-
adjacent A40. For Fink, the forms have a
very clear effect on visitors. "We were
trying to find a resolution that doesn't
overwhelm the urban rim. | was

fascinated about creating a landscape ina
city on a scale that doesn't exist. T had this >
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