THREE RIVERS PARK, PITTSBURGH

A

2clure

Art2Architecture London in col-
laboration with DPA Lighting
and Bealrix Barker Associates
has recently completed an
extensive lighting strategy for
Three Rivers Park in Pitisburgh in
Pennsylvania - potentially one of
the largest river front regenero-
tion projects in North America.
The team was selected by The
Riverlife Task Force from an
extensive infernational shortlist
with a challenge to deliver a

comprehensive and aspirational
lighting strategy demonstrating
the value of lighting as a unify-
ing element and inspirational
fool.

Pittsburgh, a city located at the
confluence of three rivers
Allegheny, Monongehela and
Ohio is recognised as having
one of the most spectacular
night time settings in North
America.

The city — once one of the

wealthiest cifies in America,
breeding Carnegie, Mellon,
Heinz Westinghouse, Frick —
today uniquely poised to
become a premier 21st century
sustainable city.

Following the collapse of the
steel industry the city underwent
extensive environmentally led
regeneration creating conditions
where the economic well being
of a 21st century Pittsburgh will
be created less through what is
manufactured and more
through the infellectual and cre-
afive capital applied to prod-
ucts, processes and services.
The pradtical allure of liveable
vibrant cifies can be seen not
only in terms of incoming invest-
ment but also, most crucially for
cities like Pifisburgh, in a dra-
matic effect on the cities demo-
graphics both in lower age pro-
file and sustainability of popula-
fion numbers.

To become a premier city
requires making the global eco-
nomic and social conditions to
work for the city's benefit
through innovative thinking
when dealing with change as
opposed fo just passively man-
aging decline.

The Three Rivers park initiative is
an interesting example of such
innovative thinking on a grand
scale. The masterplan for this
ambitious public realm project
aims at transforming the six and
half miles of shorelines info a
single, grand public space with

the water of ifs centre, no longer
a barrier but a living surface
connected with the land and
shimmering with new activity.
The psychological and urban
appropriation of the water sur-
face into the public realm fabric
of the city connects the people
of Pittsburgh with their city’s
most valuable livability resource
- its rivers - as well as opening
the possibility to foster a cohe-
sive design approach.

In response, the lighting sirategy
delivered not only a unique
night time vision for Three Rivers
Park but also an achievable pro-
gramme involving the whole
community, recasting the conflu-
ence as premier public realm
night fime destination for all.
Within this context lighting is
seen as a major regeneration
and place making tool forming
the Park’s identity, its relation-
ship with the rivers, firmly estab-
lishing them in their rightful
place as 24/7 centres of com-
munity life.

Many may view an expansive
and innovative lighting strategy
as a peculiar way fo address
endemic urban renewal needs.
To address this the team has
developed a comprehensive
and creative approach to light-
ing linking the night fime
appearance of Three Rivers Park
fo Pittsburgh’s economic, social
and cultural context.

Within this broader context the
beneficial effect of a well imple-
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En cn“ahuralron avec DPEngmmg et Beamx
Barker Associales, Art2Architecturé London a
recemment mis le point_final a une vaste
slvaleg»e declairage pour Three Rivers Parka
Pitisbirgh en Pennsylvanie. [l est possible
que ce soit le plus grand ere. de regenéra-
lion de rives fluviales en Ameérique du Nord.
L'8quipe a éteé choisie par le groupe de lra-

vail Riverlife sur une [iste présélectionnée.
Son objectif étail de présenter une stratégie
declalrage complete et ambitieuse démon-
nce de féclairage en lant
qu‘ e inspiration et_dunflication, La
slralegie d'éclairage offre a Three Rivers Park
non seulemenl une vision noclurne unique
€N 50N genre mais aussi un programme réal-
isable a»sam parliciper la communaulé
enliere. donnant au confluent ['image dune
merveilleuse deslination noglurne ouverte &
wus Dans ce conlexte, I'éclairage est wu
me un outll primordial de regénération
el de creation desnace créant ['identité du
parc el sa relation avec les rivieres, &l le
Bxa ant dans sa posilion Iégitime de centre
de Ia vie de la communauté. Une lois
&clairg, Three Rivers Park constifuera une
narration mgless ive des espaces de des!
nation definiS et les ponts’ de Pmsbut h
noTh'eux e\ magnifiques, en seront Tes
rles.




mented lighting strategy needs
to be measured by:

* Higher earnings in the night
fime economy and fourism

* Increase in inward investment
* Lower overall energy costs in
the sphere of public lighting

* Environmental benefits

* Reduclion in levels of crime
and fear of crime

* Effects of cultural revival and
celebration

Peter Fink, light artist, who with

his partner architect Igor Marko,
directs the firm Art2Architeclure
sees light as o medium uniquely

It is hoped the Lighting
Strategy will rejuvenate the
river front in Pittsburgh

suited fo the task of urban
renewal.

Lighting is presented as a trans-
forming element with the poten-
fial fo create a sense of place
on a variety of scales taking info
considerations the many differ-
ent settings that characterise the
park, whilst recognising the
value of darkness and the
impact of linking sites and con-
necting communities to the
rivers.

The Three Rivers Park, when lit,
will become a narrative progres-
sion of defined destination
spaces with the many impressive

Pittsburgh bridges creating both
scenic and connective gateways.
The night time appearance of
the bridges of Piftsburgh is of
vital symbolic importance 1o city.
In addition to their strong urban
presence in the park, many of
the bridges represent an impor-
tant link to Pitisburgh’s industrial
past. The lighting strategy exam-
ines in detail how bridge light-
ing has the potential to become
powerful unifying presence
drawing together water and
land as the essence of Three
Rivers Park.

The lighting of twelve inner city

bridges is also used as a key
example of demonstrating 1o the
city the need to stop thinking on
a project to project basis and
start thinking holistically, com-
prehensively and creafively.
Whilst the completed Lighting
Strategy is multi-faceted, citing
design and planning guidelines,
current and future development
projects, it also looks at how
lighting could help fo position
Pitisburgh regionally and inter-
nationally os an excifing night
fime destination. @

www.art2architecture.co.uk

D E U T S C H
Art2Architecture_London hat vor kurzem
wsammen mit DPA Lighting und Bealrix
Barker ~Associates eine ~ umfassende
Be\euchlunggsnale_gle {or den Three Rivers
Park in Pitisburgh in Pennsylvania erarbeilet
— potenziell eines der grofiten Flussuler-

— ein Element, das die [dentitat des Parks
und seine Beziehung 2y den Flussen pragt
und ihnen einen festen Platz als rund um die
Uhr aktiver Ort im Gemeinschaltsieben
sichert. Durch die lllumination wird der Three
Rivers Park zu einer narrativen Ablfolge
definierter Begegnungsbereiche, in dem die

Regeneralionsprojekie in N i
)as Team wurde von Riverlife Task Force aus
einer langen Liste internationaler Kandidaten
sammengestelll. Die Aufgabensiellung
lautete, eine  umfassende, ehrgewz?e
Beleuchtungsstrategie zu entwickeln, die die
Rolle des Lichls als verbindendes Etement
und Mittel der

a ricken von
Pittsburgh szenische Akzente setzen und als
Verbindungstore dienen.

I T A L I A N O
Arl2Architecture London in collaborazione
con OPA Lignting e Beatrix Barker Associales

sollte. Die erarbeitele Srategie Prasen[wer!e
nicht nur eine einzigarlige nachiliche Vision
[or den Three Rivers Park, sonder schuf
auch ein praklisch

3 ECen portalo @ lermine un prog-
gllo di illuminazione slrategico_per il Three
Rivers Park di Pitlsburgh, in Pennsylvania,
sull'area - alla confluenza dei ~ liumi

fogramm,
das die ganze Gemeinschall einbezieht und
den Zusammenliuss der drei Gewasser in

. Allegheny e Ohio e uno ira |
pib importanti progetli “di rigenerazione di
ﬁueslo lipo di tutfa I'America del Nord.

einen
Nachttreffpunkt fir alle verwandell. Die

team & stalo dalla Riverlife Task
orce da una shortlist di societa internazion-
ali_con [l'obieltivo di implementare una

Beleuchtung fungiert dabei als wichliges
Mitlel zu und O 1]

slrategia esaustiva  a

dimostraziong del valore del ugh(m% come
elemento unificanle e ispiralore.” La slralegia
d'illuminazione ha fornito non solo una orig-
nalissima visione notturna dal Three Rivers
“ark, ma anche un programma che coinvolge
I'intera comunita, affermando la confiuenza
come punlo di in contro & destinazione not-
}pma 1i {utlo il pubblico. In questo contesto.
considerata un

strumento di rigenerazione e formazione del-
l'identita del parco e del suo rapporto con i
corsi d’acqua, eleggendoli a cenlri per la
comunita usulruibili 24 ore su 24. || Three
Rivers Park, quando illuminato, si lrasforma
in una narrazione F_rq ressiva di spazi di des-
tinazione ben definil, con i lanli ponli di
Pitisburgh a creare vere e wogne porte di
ingresso panoramiche e connettive.

E A N o L
Ari2Acchitecture London, en colaboracion con DPA
Lighling y Beatrix Barker Associales, ha completa-
do recientemente una amplia estralegia de ilumi-
nacion para el Three Rivers Park en Piltsburg,
Pennsylvania, que bien pi ser uno de los may-

ores proyeclos de rehabilitacion del fos méargenes h
de un rio de Norteamérica.

El equipo fue seleccionado por The Riverlife Task
Force a partir de una amplia preseleccion interna-
cional con fa intencion de obiener una estrategia de
iluminacion global y ambiciosa que demostrara el
valor de la luz como elemento unificador y her-
ramienta inspiradora. La estralegia de fluminacion
ofreci6 no solo una visian nocluma unica para el
Three Rivers Park, sino también un programa eje-
culable que implicaba a loda la comunidad, dando
nueva forma a la confluencla como un destino noc-
turno publico de primer orden para todos. Dentro
de esle contexto, 12 iluminaion se considera como
una herramienta de rehabilitacion y creacion de
espaclos del mds alto nivel que conforma la iden-
fidad del Park, su refacion con los rios y los con.
vierte por derecho propio en el lugar en el que
desarrollar la vida comunilaria las 24 horas del dia,
los 7 dias de Ia semana. EI Thiee Rivers Park ilu-
minado se convierte en una progresion narativa de
espacios de destino definidos con los muchos e
impresionantes pugntes de Filtsburgh que crean
puertas lanto escénicas come de conexian.
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