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Queen Victoria famously demanded that the blinds be dr
when she was travelling thraugh Walverhampton, prefe
the darkness of her carriage to that of the industrialised

Country. But these days the city is visibly brightening, wij
14 permanent light installations being set up in a counil
project called Out of Darkness.

The Brutalist 1960s building that houses Wolverhamp)
University’s Schoo! of Art and Design will, from Decembey
be animated nightly by constantly changing cofours, cre
by 98 cofd cathede tubes mounted on its eight-storey fag
“We didnt want to turn the city into Las Vegas, but we
wanted to make the building sing,” says installation desi
Peter Fink. Dther initiatives invalve prajecting films onta
buildings, which are activated by passers-by.

The project is named after Wolverhampton's matta -
of Darkness Cometh Light” - and its aim is to make peopl
{ look twice. “When we tested the lights recently, people

hanging out of their car windows and cheering,” says Fin)
s 5 Who knows, even passing royals might now take tim
glante outside. Belinda Bamber




