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Form Associates an award winning UK land-
scape practice with Broadway Malyan have
been appointed to take forward proposals for
the transformation of a Skm stretch of the River
Ineredl, cnce one of the most important industrial
waterways in the United Kingdom, into a world
class linear park. The project includes the crea-
tion or upgrading of up to Bkm of shared usa cy-
cle-pedestrian routes, 3 major naw public spaces
and 3 new footbridges to enhance linkages
across the river. The creation of this exciting new
waterfront destination for Greater Manchestar in-
volves a close collaborative relationship betweean
the thres authorities for whom the nver forms an
administrative boundary: Salford City Council,
Manchester City Coungil and Trafford Metra-
politan Berough Council, led by Central Salford
Urban Regeneration Company. The project also
includes a complex imarface with a wide range
of developmant sites and regeneration strate-
gies, and an ambitious engagement process will
involve numerous community, stakeholder and
developer groups to ensure that the designs for
Irwell City Park are bullt on the needs and aspi-
rations of local people and other stakeholders.,

The river Irwell has been a constant symbol of
the fortunes of the city. s continuing state of
dereliction and underuse after two decades of
progressive regeneration reflects the incomplete
success of Greater Manchester's reinstatemant
as a great European city, The new linear water
side Park will turn the tide on decadas of ne-
glect and heal the physical severance between
Salford, Manchester and Trafford, during which,
instead of the garden fence over which thay talk
to aach other, the river has becomae the back wall
which separates them, The reappropriation of the
Irwell as a unilying element, mesating place and
symbol of shared values is an essential next step
in the process of recreating the city. Irwell City
Park is a once-in-a-genaration opportunity to lif
the regeneration of Greater Manchester onto a
new level and reposition the city as a genuinely
international urban centre.

Irwall City Park Is a project of national signifi-
cance and will transform the currently neglected
river carridor into a powerful symbol of connec-
tivity, synergy and unity for Greater Manchester.
Its impact will be momentous for the North West
region, delivering significant economic gains at a

timea when the economic climata is under strass,
creating a solid foundation for future private and
public sector investment, The proposals will
embrace the river as a catalyst for regeneration
and renewal, creating a unifying alement that
will move the Manchester City Region onto the
world stage. This new park, an a scale of urban-
izm raraly seen in the UK, will become the jewel
in the crown of the new Manchester: Knowledge
Capitad , celebrating its unique heritage and cre-
ating one of the most vibrant, exciting and desir-
able waterfront destinations in Europe. However
ambitious this project may be In terms of its
physical scale and reach - and It is possibly as
significant as the Olympic Park as a public realm
investmeant - its cultural and symbaolic importance
far outweighs the complex physical transforma-
ticn of the river cormmidor.

In addition to its huge recreabicnal and regener-
ation benefits for the local population, the project
i5 being seen as a pilot for the development and
assessment of Grean Infrastructure in the city
region. Critical elements include contributions to
future-proofing the city in terms of the urban heat
istand, flood risk and renewable energies, but of

overarching significance is the project's contribu-
tion to non-vehlcular modes of transport. Apart
from the numerous health and lifestyle benefits
these bring, they are seen as an essential ingre-
diant in the development of a sustainable model
for the ongoing regeneration of the centre of the
cenurbation, with the linear park providing a high
quality strategic movement artery for pedestrians
and cyclists linking all the important business
and population centers of Greater Manchester.
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