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Quayside designed by London-based FoRM As-
sociates in front of Imperial War Museum North
by Daniel Libeskind is now open to the public.

The new quayside completes the first section of
the Irwell River Park masterplan, 8km long river
edge park linking Salford, Manchester and Traf-
ford developed by FoRM Associates in 2010,
With the adjoining new Media City foot bridge by
Wilkinson Eyre Architects the quayside delivers
an important new strategic circulation loop in the
Quays, a key regeneration zone in Greater Man-
chester. The loop helps to transforms the experi-
ence of walking in the area through linking Media

City UK—the new home of the BBG, with the
IWMN, Manchester United Stadium and Lowry
Arts Centre,

FoRM's design of the quayside plays with con-
vex and concave gecmetries, creating an imagi-
native public realm complementing the designs
of both the IWMN and the new Media Bridge.
Impartantly the project also actively orientates
the IWMN towards its water adge with its newly
constructed additional entrance now admitting
over 50% of the museums visitors. The original
severance to movement along the Manchester
Ship Canal was resolved by a newly constructed

deck and stepped area built over water, deliver-
Ing generous pedestrian and cycling connectiv-
ity as well as a series of public realm spaces
that serve as informal performance/educational
resource for the museum. Terraced seating lead-
ing down to the water's edge provides excellent
views of the area making the new guayside al-
ready a popular destination both during the day
and the evenings.

"FoRM Associates were not known to Peel be-
fora the Trafford Wharf commission. They proved
to be one of the most innovative and profession-
al consultants | have worked with. The project
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was defiverad not just on time and entirely within
a tight budget but with great flair and imagina-
tion. FoRM clearly understood their brief and
dalivered not just a visual delight but, in concert
with the structural engineer produced a techni-
cally sound and simply constructed solution.” Ed
Burrows, Property Director, Peel Media

Irwell River Park

Irwell River Park is a project of national sig-
nificance that will transform in the next fifteen
years the currently neglected river corridor into
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a powerful symbol of connectivity, synergy and
unity for Greater Manchester. Its impact will be
momentous for the North West region, delivering
significant economic gains at a time when the
economic climate is under stress, creating a sol-
id foundation for future private and public sector
investment. The masterplan embraces the river
a5 a catalyst for regeneration and renewal, creat-
ing a unitying element that will move the Man-
chester City Region onto the world stage. This
new park, on a scale of urbanism rarely seen in
the UK, will become the jewel in the crown of the
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new Manchester: Knowledge Capital, celebrat-
ing its unique heritage and creating one of the
most vibrant, exciting and desirable waterfront
destinations in Eurcpe. However ambitious this
project may be in terms of its physical scale and
reach—and it is possibly as significant as the
2012 Olympic Park in terms of new public realm
Investmant —its cultural and symbalic importance
far ighs the complex physical
tion of the river corridor.
The river Irwell has been a constant symbol of
the fortunes of the city. Its continuing state of
iction and after two decades of
progressive regeneration reflects the incomplete

success of Greater Manchester's reinstate-
ment as a great European city. The new linear
waterfront park will tum the tide on decades of
neglect and heal the physical severance between
Salford, Manchester and Trafford, during which,
Instead of the garden fence over which they falk
to each other, the river has become the back
wall which them. The appropriation of
Irwell as a unifying element, meeting place and
symbal of shared values is an essential next step
in the process of recreating the city. Irwell City
Park is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to lift
the regeneration of Greater Manchester onto a
new level and reposition the city as a genuinely
Intarnational urban centre.

In addition to its huge recreational and regenera-
tion benefits for the local population, the project
Is a pilot for the development and assessment
of Green Infrastructure in the city region. Critical
elements of the Irwell River Park project include

contributions to future-proafing the city in terms
of the urban heat island, flood risk and renewable

gles, but of hing ficance is the
project’s contnbution to non-vehicular modes of
transport. Apart from the numerous health and
lifestyle benefits these bring, they are seen as

an essential ingredient in the development of a
sustainable model! for the ongoing regeneration
of the centre of the conurbation, with the linear
park providing a high quality strategic movement
artery for pedestrians and cyclists, linking the
new Media City in Salford Quays to Greengate
and Victoria Street in the regional centre.

The evolved master plan covers in considerable
detall the transformation of an 8km stretch of
the River lrwell, once one of the most important
industrial waterways in the country, into a world
class linear park. With an estimated value of £ 30
million IRP to be met from many types of public
and private sources of investment it is one of the
largest single public realm project in the country.
The evolved master plan includes the creation
or upgrading of shared use cycle-pedestrian
routes, 3 major new public spaces and 3 new
footbridges o enhance linkages across the river.
The creation of this exciting new waterfront des-
tination for Greater Manchester is built on a close
collaborative refationship between the three au-
thorities for whom the river forms an administra-
tive boundary: Salford City Council, Manchester
City Council and Trafford Metropalitan Borough
Council. The project also includes a complex
interface with a wide range of development sites
and regeneration strategies, and an ambitious
angagement process will involve numerous com-
munity, stakeholder and developer groups to
ensure that the designs for Inwell River Park are
built on the needs and aspirations of local people
and other stakeholders, [HE]
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